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Neha Misra, Energy Economist, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)

Neha Misra is an Energy Economist with The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI), North America, an independent not-for-profit research
institution based in Washington DC. An affiliate of TERI India, the genesis
of TERI-North America is rooted in the realization that emerging global
concerns about energy, environment and sustainable development must
bring together new partnerships between the developing and the developed
world. Ms.Misra serves as the North America focal point for TERI’s Lighting
a Billion Lives Campaign, a commitment with the Clinton Global Initiative to
take solar energy solutions to one billion people around the world who lack
the most basic access to modern sources of energy. Since 2007, she has
helped raise funds and build key partnerships for bringing solar light to 18
villages in India. Prior to assuming her current responsibilities at TERI North America, Ms. Misra was
the Area Convenor of the Energy Reforms Group in TERI, New Delhi. Her research focuses on a
diverse portfolio of international climate-energy policy issues ranging from international cooperation
frameworks for promoting clean energy and energy efficiency, energy subsidy reforms, impact of
power sector reforms on the poor and rural energization programs in South Asia.

Abstract

Lighting a Billion Lives Campaign: A commitment to enable a billion lives to
access light from solar technologies

Over 1.6 billion people in the world lack access to electricity; roughly 25% (more than 400 million) are
in India alone. For these people, life comes to a standstill after dusk. Inadequate lighting is not only an
impediment to progress and development opportunities, but also has a direct impact on the health,
environment, and safety of millions of people, as they are forced to light their homes with kerosene
lamps, dung cakes, firewood, and crop residue after sunset. Recognizing the need to change the
existing scenario, TERI has undertaken an initiative of 'Lighting a Billion Lives' (LaBL) through the use
of solar lighting devices. A commitment to this effect was made at the Clinton Global Initiative (CGl)
Annual Meeting in 2007 .The campaign was formally inaugurated by the Prime Minister of India, Dr
Manmohan Singh, on 7 February 2008 during DSDS (Delhi Sustainable Development Summit) in
New Delhi. LaBL is not merely a campaign - It is a solution to one the most fundamental needs of life -
light. It provides an integrated solution to the global crisis posed by climate change, energy security
and human development challenges in the form of a humble solar lantern, which harnesses solar
energy and proves to be a clean lighting source to rural communities. The Campaign aims to bring
light into the lives of one billion rural people by replacing the kerosene and paraffin lanterns with solar
lighting devices. This facilitates education of children; provides better illumination and kerosene-
smoke-free indoor environment for women to do household chores; and opportunities for livelihoods
both at the individual level and at village level.
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Prior to starting Climate Healers, Dr. Sailesh Rao was the Director of
Communication Systems at Intel Corp., Director of Communications
Architectures, Level One Communications, Inc., and was a Distinguished
Member of the Technical Staff, AT&T Bell Labs. He has over 50 standard contributions to the ATM
Forum and IEEE 802.3 CSMA/CD Working group, and holds 10 US patents and 3 Canadian patents.

After watching former Vice President Al Gore’s slide show in December 2005, Dr. Rao made a
significant change in his career. He became a member of Al Gore’s Climate Project, which spreads
the word of climate change, and founded the non-prcfit organization, Climate Healers.

Dr. Rao holds a PhD in Electrical Engineering from Stanford University awarded in 1986, a M.S. from
SUNY Stony Brook in 1982 and a B.Tech in Electrical Engineering from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Chennai in 1981.

Abstract

Humanity is at a crossroads. We are facing numerous environmental crises simultaneously: the world
population is at 6.7 billion and increasing by 80 million each year, climate change is accelerating
beyond the worst case scenarios envisioned by scientists just a decade ago, an estimated 90% or
more of all predatory fish stocks have been depleted in the ocean, forests are dwindling at a rate of 20
million acres each year, species are going extinct at an estimated rate of 30,000 each year triggering
the Sixth Great Extinction eventin the earth's history and fresh water bodies are becoming
increasingly polluted leading to drinking water scarcities throughout the world. Yet, thereis a common
theme underlying all of these crises and that is our neglect and abuse of Life!

Life is an all-pervasive carbon sequestration mechanism freely available on this planet. Roughly half
the weight of a tree is carbon sequestered from the atmosphere. Native forests maximize the amount
of carbon stored on land and all life-forms in an ecosystem are carbon-based and function to
maximize the totality of life in that ecosystem. In addition to sequestering carbon and thus mitigating
climate change, flourishing ecosystems also stem biodiversity loss and restore the purity of fresh
water sources. When life flourishes and food and fresh water sources become plentiful, the poor won't
need to rear more children for their security and human population growth would decline. Thus,
nurturing Life solves all of the environmental crises facing humanity today.

Climate Healers is a 501(c) (3) non-profit corporation, registered in California, with the goal of
regenerating Life on a massive scale in a grassroots effort, through cooking! Our plan is to work with
the ~2 billion people throughout the world who don’t have electricity and who burn 1.5 billion tons of
wood each year for cooking alone, which is equivalent to the amount of wood that would be
regenerated each year over a billion acres of land through passive reforestation. The goalis to
provide a solar stove and an LED light with rechargeable batteries free of charge to each household
in a village, meter the use of the stove and pay the female head of household 4 cents per hour for
using the stove. This program is initiated by members of the affluent community, called Patrons,
through a share purchase plan and amplified through carbon offset mechanisms.

Of the 2 billion people who use wood for cooking, roughly 800 million are in India. It is estimated that
cooking alone is responsible for three quarters of the deforestation that is occurring in India. The solar
stoves, designed in India, are being deployed in the pilot villages of Kharech in Rajasthan and
Hadagori in Orissa, starting Oct. 24, the action day for 350.0rg to raise awareness on Climate Change
prior to Copenhagen. There are a total of 391 households in these two villages and 391ppm is
coincidentally the maximum CO2 concentration in the atmosphere in 2009. To support the equipment
purchases for these 391 households, Climate Healers is soliciting contributions from a total of 350
individuals and organizations to complete the symbolism.



Dr. Ann Feldman, Ph.D., President, Artistic Circles, Winnetka, IL
IDCA Seventh International Conference, Chicago, Oct. 31- Nov. 1,

She has produced a variety of nationally and internationally syndicated television
and radio programs, public events, and musical CDs. Dr. Feldman is the Founder
and Artistic Director of artistic circles, a nonprofit organization begunin 1989, which
creates collaborative media projects to promote social change. During her career,
she has received numerous awards including the Professional Achievement
Citation from The University of Chicago Alumni Association (2000) and the Studs Terkel Humanities
Award from the lllinois Humanities Council. She has won the Gracie Allen Award from the Foundation for
American Women in Radio and Television (2000) and a "Special Jury Award" from the Seventh
International Radio Shanghai Music Festival (1999).

Post 9/11, Dr. Feldman spent five years bringing together Chicago’s Muslim, Jewish, and Christian
communities in interfaith and diversity programs, which resulted in the award-winning Ties That Bind
video documentary. EMMY-nominated Ties That Bind premiered at the Council for the World’s
Parliament of Religions and UNESCO conference on Pathways to Peace in Barcelona, Spain and on
Chicago’s WTTW/Channel 11. Ann was Director of Outreach for Ties at Bind, and has facilitated several
dozen town hall meetings at intemational conferences, community events, theatres, high schoals, houses
of worship, colleges and senior centers. For the fifth anniversary of 9/11, Ties That Bind was syndicated
to public TV stations in the U.S. by NETA (National Educational Telecommunications Association) and
internationally by John McLean media. The documentary won a Gold Medal from the Aurora Awards
(2007) and Honorable Mention from Accolade and Chris Awards (2006.)

Dr. Feldman is also the producer of various radio documentaries that were broadcast on WFMT Network,
Chicago Public Radio and radio stations affiliated with Public Radio International. Those radio
documentaries include the 12-part Unbreakable Spirits series about women and girls in China; and the
ten-part Noteworthy Women series about women in music. Two of her musical CDs - Women at an
Exposition and The Eternal Feminine - have received Grammy nominations.

Ann Feldman has a B.M.E. from the University of Indiana, a M.A. in piano from The American University
and a Ph.D. in History of Culture from the University of Chicago. She is also a Visiting Scholar in Gender
Studies at Northwestern University. In spring, 2009, she taught the “Water Pressures” course at
Northwestern University, as part of the Ford Foundation’s “Difficult Dialogues” series.

Abstract

The Water Pressures documentary highlights community water management projects  in the deserts of
India and at a major U.S. university on Lake Michigan. Collaborations in each of these communities
initiate real change, enabling participants to conserve water in response to the global water crisis.

The communities of Rajasthan, India survive through collaboration, just as the communities of America
create sustainable solutions through collaboration. In the Thar Desert outside Rajasthan, local rainfall is
two inches per year, making it one of the most water distressed regions of the world. While desert
dwellers in Rajasthan exist on four liters of water a day, American use nearly 100 times that amount.

College students at Northwestemn University, situated on one of the world's largest fresh water sources,
have responded by developing a Water Footprint Challenge to reduce and conserve campus water
usage.

In October, 2009, the Water Footprint Challenge will be formally initiated on Northwestern University
campus and will be taped as part of the hour-long Water Pressures documentary video. This
documentary will be distributed on public TV stations in the U.S. for the 40" anniversary of Earth Day,
April 22, 2010 by National Educational Telecommunications Association, and internationally by John
McLean Media.



Shweta Gandhi

| am a 3" year, Molecular Biochemistry and Biophysics major at lllinois Institute of
Technology. | plan on going to medical school once | graduate from college. The
Interprofessional Project that | am enrolled in regarding Global Warming
Community Outreach is of special interest to me because of the visible impact that
Climate Change has had on the world. The new technology affecting the way we
use energy has also changed drastically in the past few years and will continue to
change in the future.

Daniel Kim

| am a 3" year, Chemical Engineering major at lllinois Institute of Technology. My
main area of focus is in nanoparticles. | joined this IPRO to educate people about
the effects of global warming and to inform others of alternative fuels. Through my
major coursework, | had the chance to learn about alternative fuels mainly in the
area of biofuels. | hope to contribute my knowledge through this IPRO to further
improve spreading the information on global warming.

Abstract

Climate Engineering to Mitigate Climate Change

Climate Engineering is currently one of the most fascinating, fastest-growing, and well funded areas
of research. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group Ill was
dedicated to compiling and discussing some of the possibilities for climate mitigation. One of the
most exciting (and perhaps oldest) projects is the Space Based Solar Collector-a 40 year old project
that would utilize microwaves to transmit energy from space to earth’s surface. Many other smaller
projects have also been proposed that could be considered rapid action procedures such as
implementing stratospheric aerosols.
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Shelly Batra is a renowned gyne & obs surgeon in New Delhi. For the past
two decades, she has been providing consultations and carrying out free
surgeries for the needy. She co-founded Operation ASHA with the mission of eradicating tuberculosis.
It has now become one of India’s largest nonprofits in TB control. Shelly has appeared frequently on
radio and television both in USA and India. Her interview on Chicago Public Radio’s Global Activism
Series was adjudged one of the top programs of 2007. She is the most popular guest on Satellite
Radio ReachMD. She has also appeared many times on TV ASIA. In India, she has appeared on
practically every TV channel including BBC, Star and DoorDarshan. Shelly is the author of two books
published by Penguin India. She has written hundreds of articles on health topics for leading
newspapers such as Times of India, The Hindustan Times, The Deccan, Sahara, Navbharat Times
(Hindi), and magazines such as Health and Longevity and Kadambini (in Hindi). She also wrote an
Award winning poem for Times of India. Shelly has lectured at many leading institutions like the
University of Chicago and Harvard University.

Sandeep Ahuja co-founded Operation ASHA. He has led the organization as CEO
since 2006. Sandeep has made presentations about his work in tuberculosis control
at many leading institutions like Harvard and MIT and at international organizations
like World Health Organization. Before joining Operation ASHA, he served for over a
decade in the Indian Revenue Service with the Government of India. He is an
alumnus of the University of Chicago where he was awarded Harris Fellowship and
a World Bank Scholarship. He was selected as a McComick Tribune Community Leadership Fellow
during his stay in Chicago

Abstract

Dramatic results in treatment of tuberculosis

Operation ASHA is treating Tuberculosis in the slums of India, serving a population of 2 million slum-
dwellers in five states and expanding rapidly. Itis respected world-wide for its perfformance and is a
member of the highest international body in TB treatment, namely, the Coordinating Board of Stop TB
Partnership, which is housed by the World Health Organization.

Operation ASHA has taken TB treatment to the doorsteps of the disadvantaged, so patients can
procure the medicine conveniently, without wasting time or spending money on transport, or losing
wages. Its trained counsellors are responsible for tracking and eliminating default, and carrying out
education camps. Operation ASHA works very closely with Revised National TB Control Programme
and uses drugs, hospitals and diagnostic facilities provided by it.

Our model has achieved excellent results. In many areas it serves, detection rate has increased by
over 75%. Default is down to 1%, thus ‘turning the tap off’, preventing MDR. Experts have found its
work truly remarkable and important for expansion of cure of patients in disadvantaged areas.

Operation ASHA practices stringent cost control. The cost of treating a patient for the entire therapy of
average seven months is only $15. The government provides a grant so each center becomes self-
sustaining within two years.

Operation ASHA has tied up with MIT — JPAL, which will conduct a randomized control trial to assess
the impact of Operation ASHA in slum communities. Research department of Microsoft has taken up
development of bio-metric devices for Operation ASHA. It has partnered with the Prajnopaya
Foundation, which is based in Boston and supports the vision of its chief patron, Nobel Laureate His
Holiness the Dalai Lama.

Having established a cost-effective and replicable model, Operation ASHA is expanding rapidly. It
plans to establish 1000 DOTS centers by 2012, which will serve a population of 70 million. It is looking
for funding and partnerships to achieve this goal.



s Mr. Gourisankar Ghosh (gouri sankar.ghosh@gmail.com)

Gourisankar Ghoshis the CEO Director of FXB India Suraksha, a nonprofit conpany warking for
the wilnerable children affected or infected with HIV AIDS which he founded in 2007 on his
return back to India with the initial support and encouragement of Countess Albina du
Boisrouvray of FXB International, Switzerland. Before his retirement from the United Nations in
2006 he was the Executive Director of Water Supply and Saritation Collaborative Coundl
(WSSCC), inWHQO, Geneva. ltis there he launched the global campaign known as WASH in
the year 2000 resulting in the recognition of the sanitation gaals as one of the UN millennium
goalsin the World Summit for Sustainable Devdopment (Earth Conference), Johannesburgin
2002\Aherehemasoneofthefewpler‘ary keynote speakers on sanitation. He was also a member of the
subcommittee on water and sanitation o the UN VDG Task force.

He led the first UNteam to South Africa after its independence and was assodiated with the development of the new
water and sanitation pdicy development in the New South Africasince 1994. He was also instrumentd in launching
the African Ministers’ Initiative inWWASH. It isat his initiative that the SACOSAN series of meetings startedin South
Asiain Dhaka after he launched the AFRICASAN conference in 2002.

He was the Chief of Water Environment and Sanitation in UNICEF, New York for nearly a decade when thefirst ever-
global strategy for Water and Sanitation for UNICEF was formulated in 1995. During this period he was dso the chair
of UNweter group. He was also the member of the core group to develop the concept of the Global Water
Partnership.

Aformer member o the Indian Administrative Service, Mr. Ghosh is a Gedlogist and Economist by academictraining.
He was the founder Mission Directar of the Rajiv Gandhi National Drinking Water Mission, India (1986-1991). He was
the first Secretary of Drinking Water Supply in Gujarat and was the Chairman of Gujarat Water Supply and Sewerage
Board. He also hdd many positions induding Managing Director of Gujarat Mineral development Corporation, Gujarat
Dairy Development Corporation and CEO of The Bengal Immunity Ltd.

He was recently appointed by Govt. of Ind a as the Chairman of Technology Expert Group torecammend the
reorganization of the rural weter supply and sanitation, a report which was submitted to the Government in a period of
four months. Heis also a member in the Justice Verma committee of juries the prestigious TERI environmental and

corporate sodial responsibility award.
He has several artides, speeches and books to his credit. Currently he lives in Dahi NCR with his wife.
Abstract

The conceptual framework of FXB India Suraksha puts rights of the child as the fundamental foundation and premise for intervention
towards a sustainable development. Every child however winerable should have access to his or her rights enshrined and ensured
by UN Convention. Every child has the right to live with a family who cares for them, to get support from their caregivers without any
economic burden, to get good education, to be protected in body or mind, tothe best healthcare possible, access to safe drinking
water, safe sanitation and hygiene, good nutrition and a clean and s&fe environment. The HIVJAIDS dffected and infected children
are most winerable due to poverty as well as stigma and discrimination they face.

The FXB-Village programme adapts a target group based approach for specially helping the women and children hit hardest by
HIV/AIDS and poverty. The primary objective of the programme is to provide care giver families self sufficient with sustainable
means for fulfilling their children’s needs. FXB-Village is a group of 80 - 100 families not necessarily confined to one revenue village.
While warking with this core group FXB Suraksha also aims to make the larger community a sustainable and viable entity. The
FXB-Village programme in India presently supports 423 families covering approximately 887 children and 852 adullts at five
locaions; Vishakapatnam, Andhra Pradesh; Aizwal, Mizoram; Imphal, Manipur; Medinipur & Dhapa in Kolkata, VWest Bengal.
FXB Indiais now expanding this model to Puducherry and Calicut in Kerala.

The FXB village approach offers a comprehensive package of five interventions to rebuild their lives; education, medical, nutrition,
psychosocial and livelihood support. Such interventions of income generation activities and capacity building aim to make the
beneficiaries self sufficient over the span of three years. The intervention and investment in the families enables them to transcend
poverty and become selff reliant regaining their self esteemto overcome stigma and discrimination.FXB reached out to 252,900
beneficiaries since 2007 in the care and support programme.



IDCA Seventh International Conference-Chicago
Finding Innovative Strategies to
Alleviate Poverty and Mitigate Climate Change in India
October 31-November 1, 2009

Mr. Sandeep Khanwalkar is working in the development sector since 1995. He is
trained in social work sector. He did his masters from Indore School of Social
Work, Indore. Most of his work is in Watershed Development, Tribal development,
Agriculture, livelihoods etc in India. Mr. Khanwalkar is presently associated with Madhya Pradesh
Rural Livelihoods Project, Government of Madhya Pradesh, India as State Coordinator Crops &
Livestock.

He wrote few papers on training need assessment in watershed development, agriculture production
cycle, Sustainable Farming: An Approach to Livelihoods of Tribal Communities etc. Most of his work
is on natural resource management in central and western parts of India.

As a coordinator for crop and livestock sector he is mainly focusing on reduction of losses due to
various known and unknown reasons and addresses such issues involving farming community.
Organic farming is one of his core working areas in Madhya Pradesh.

Abstract

Promoting Organic Farming to Alleviate Poverty and Mitigate Climate Change in Tribal
Villages of Madhya Pradesh by MP Rural Livelihoods Program

Rich natural resources, good quality forest, sufficient rainfall are few positive factors to promote
organic farming. Organic farming is close to the heart of tribal farmer. Currently they are doing natural
farming without applying any chemical inputs during crop production due to their poor financial
condition and low awareness about advanced agriculture. Most of the area is virgin and where ever
farmers are using any chemical input is negligible.

It was completely new activity in the tribal areas. First we learnt about organic farming. We also
selected agency that can support us on maintaining the quality of organic product. This tribal area
comes under by default organic zone so it was not much difficult for us to promote organic farming in
this region. But orientation of team, and farmers on different processes of organic farming took more
time and finally we started organic farming under certification process finalised by APEDA.

In the eastern part of Madhya Pradesh forest cover is very good and rainfall ranges between 1200 to
1600 mm which is very high. Most of the farmers use natural streams to irrigate their winter crops like
wheat, gram etc. Water of these streams is of good quality which also content micro nutrients in rich
quantity. MPRLP is working in four eastern districts Anuppur, Dindori, Mandla and Shahdol. Gond,
Baiga, Korku are main tribes who lives in these districts. Baiga are also comes under Primitive Tribal
Group.

Good return from organic farming motivated them to go for organic farming.

Easy to adopt the concept of organic farming to these farmers because of their traditional farming practices.
Input cost is reducing.

Tribal families will have good quality food which grown at their own field which will lead to good health.
Agronomic practices like seed treatment, line sowing are accepted and adopted

~h —h —h —h —

Department of Panchayat and Rural Development, Government of Madhya Pradesh created an organisation to
address the issues related to sustainable livelihoods of tribal families in Madhya Pradesh.

Gram Sabha (Village Assembly) of a Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) at village level is promoted and
strengthened as a community based institution by the organisation to create sustainable rural livelihoods and
manage its resources. We believe that if the function, functionary and finance are transferred to community than
they can better manage their resources and sustain their livelihoods.



Dr. Manu Vora has volunteered in the non-profit sector since 1970. He
is a Founder, Director and President of Blind Foundation for India since
1989 and his team has supported over a million visually impaired people
In India. He volunteered at the Pratham Chicago Chapter since its
Formation in November 2008 and was named the Chicago Chapter
President since May 2009. His non-profit experience started during his
student days at the lllinois Institute of Technology (lIT) in Chicago. Manu
was a recipient of the J. N. Tata Endowment Scholarship for his graduate
work in the USA in 1968.

Over the last four decades, he led numerous projects such as support for the East Pakistani
Refugees in India through CARE, water projects during Indian droughts, clothing shipments to India
through Ramakrishna Missions, India Community League, Save the Children Holiday Fund Drive at
AT&T Bell Labs, Avery Coonley School fund drive, American Society for Quality, Blind Foundation for
India, lllinois Team Excellence Awards Program, International Asia Pacific Quality Awards Program,
IIT Chicago Alumni Association Awards, Information Integrity Coalition’s Awards Program and
Pratham Chicago.

He is passionate about giving back to the Society. Serving on about 30 projects Manu has raised over
seven million dollars for charitable and professional causes. He is a chemical engineer and an expert
in the quality management and business excellence discipline for over 25 years. Since 2000, he is the
Chairman and President of Business Excellence, Inc., a global quality management consulting firm in
Naperville, lllinois. He is an Adjunct Professor at the College of Business at Northern lllinois
University.

Abstract

Pratham’s Achievements to Improve and Expand Primary Education with
Vocational Training, to Alleviate Poverty in India

In India one can visualize over 100 million children who need help in reading, writing and basic
arithmetic. These children’s minds are like parachutes, which only work when they are open.
Education opens children’s minds. Education breaks the vicious cycle of poverty, reduces child
labor and promotes health and hygiene.  Remember our founding Fathers’ promise at the time of
India’s Independence — there will be education for all children, adequate healthcare and no child will
go to bed hungry.

Pratham’s mission is to have every child in school in India and learning well. Recognizing the
importance of early interventions, Pratham focuses most of their programs in pre-school and primary
education. Seeded by UNICEF in 1994, Pratham began in the slums of Mumbai. Currently, Pratham
serves the education needs of underprivileged children across 21 of India’s 28 states. Pratham works
with the government, parents, communities and industry alike to ensure that children have access to
quality education resources.

Pratham’s programs are low-cost and scalable. Pratham does not invest in infrastructure unless it is
absolutely necessary. Instead, Pratham leverages existing resources and institutions. Pratham’s
programs are typically located in shared community spaces and run by young men and women form
the community. At Pratham, overheads are extremely low, allowing it to maximize investment in areas
with direct educational impact. Simple and innovative programs, implemented well by passionate
people can bring about rapid change on a large-scale. One of the Pratham’s new initiatives is to
provide vocational training to students, so they can become self-sufficient and support their families.

Started in 2007, Pratham’s Read India campaign has benefited 34 million children and aims to teach
60 million children by the end of the 2009-2010 academic year. The Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER), a nationwide survey facilitated by Pratham, tests the basic learning skills of over
700,000 children every year. Pratham Books publishes low-cost, good quality children’s books in over
11 Indian languages. Over 3.4 million books were shipped in 2008-2009.



Mark Medema is the President of EdVillage, an education sector
consulting firm. He has recently served as the interim President and
Executive Director of two regions for KIPP, a renowned national network
of charter schools in the United States. Previously, he worked for the
KIPP Foundation which he joined in its first year, helping replicate the
success of KIPP in over 50 schools. He has served in many roles such
as the Managing Director of the Real Estate Fund, Director of Business
Development, and Director of Strategy.

He brought KIPP’s school leadership model to Mumbai in 2007 and
trained 70 potential school leaders and over 200 teachers for the Akanksha Foundation. As part of
this training, he visited government and private schools in Uttar Pradesh.

He has been active in the education sector since 1995 when he served as the Special Assistant to the
Dean of the Northwestern Law School. Previously, Mark worked in the infrastructure industry for both
an international engineering and urban planning firm, and as a financial advisor and management
consultant for a public finance and infrastructure consulting group. Mark received his bachelor’s
degree in civil engineering from Northwestern University and his MBA from the Kellogg School of
Management.

Abstract
The Beautiful Tree Fund — Investing in Private Schools for the Poor

Everyone from Bono to UNESCO is looking for a silver bullet to bring schooling within reach of the
poorest children on Earth. A researcher in India may have found one.

While researching private schools in India for the World Bank, and worrying that he was doing little to
help the poor, Professor James Tooley wandered into the slums of Hyderabad’s Old City. Shocked to
find it overflowing with small, parent-funded schools, he set out to discover if they could help achieve
universal education. He found children, parents, teachers and entrepreneurs who are not waiting for
educational handouts and international development aid; they are building their own schools and
learning to save themselves. Contrary to accepted wisdom, the modest fees of private schools are
within reach of most, and parents find them superior to public schools that are often riddled with
corruption and incompetence.

This presentation will discuss these findings told in The Beautiful Tree - named after Mahatma
Gandhi’s phrase for the schools of pre-colonial India — and present plans to support these schools
through investment and microfinance.



Mr. Ben Sehgal joined the Sehgal Family Foundation this year as Project
Manager, representing the Foundation and its research arm, the Institute for Rural
Research and Development (IRRAD), in collaborations involving biodiversity, water
resources, the environment and alternative energy. He also sits on the foundation’s
board. He holds a PhD in biophysical chemistry from Northwestern University and
previously worked as a researcher in cell biology at Northwestern’s Feinberg School
Q: of Medicine. He and his family live in Evanston, lllinois.

Abstract

Fighting Poverty and Climate Change within a Sustainable Development Model for Rural
India

Poverty and climate change cannot be addressed directly without discussing sustainable
development. IRRAD’s founder, Dr. Suri Sehgal, said, “Sustainable development by its nature is a
work in progress.” So too is the effort to raise living standards in India’s villages without contributing to
climate change or environmental decline. IRRAD believes that long-term gains against poverty and
climate change in rural India can be attained through a holistic approach to sustainable development.
To this end, four centers of activity have been created within IRRAD that together address the needs
of the rural poor.

The Implementation Center puts ideas to work in the villages. Village development in India is a
complex task involving many dimensions. Thus, IRRAD has developed an approach called
“Integrated Sustainable Village Development” (ISVD), focusing on five interrelated programs: Water
Management, Income Enhancement, Life Skills Education, Rural Health, and Alternate Energy. The
ISVD model rests firmly on the belief that all assistance must empower people to participate in
furthering their own development. It begins by listening to villagers and continues by encouraging their
initiatives.

The ISVD model is replicated and scaled up through training conducted by the Capacity Building
Center. The training caters to internal audiences like Village Champions and IRRAD’s grassroots
team, and also to outside groups doing development work, such as civil-society organizations, state
government, and corporations. It covers the five key areas of ISVD and also research methodologies,
policies, and communication tools. Trainings are interactive and conducted in classrooms, online, and
in the field.

Production of relevant and reliable data for policy and program development is a prerequisite for
effective rural development. IRRAD’s Rural Research Center conducts high-quality empirical
research using appropriate qualitative and quantitative methodologies to address issues concerning
rural development and poverty. It works closely with and for policy makers, researchers, and the rural
community at large.

Sustainable development efforts in rural India need the support of proper policies and their effective
implementation. The constitutional guarantee of a dignified and decent life for all requires pro-poor
policy frameworks and effective governance. It is against this backdrop that the Policy, Advocacy
and Governanc e Center of IRRAD seeks to empower the rural poor.



Ravi Sewak joined Safe Water Network in 2009 bringing extensive technical and
operating experience in the field of water. Ravi spent most of his career at PepsiCo
where, most recently, he was Sustainability Director for PepsiCo, India. Previously, he
had diverse roles with PepsiCo including Franchise Director, EVP, Supply Chain, VP,
Marketing Equipment, and Country Manager, Qatar, Bahrain, and Abu Dhabi. He is a
Mechanical Engineer with an MBA from Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad.
Ravi is on the Confederation of Indian Industries National Committee on Water.

Abstract

Demand-Driven Safe Water Solutions in India: Community Small Water Enterprises in Andhra
Pradesh and Rainwater Harvesting in Rajasthan

As of today, about 15% of India’s population still lacks access to an improved water source. The
health burden of poor water quality is enormous. The World Bank estimates that 21% of
communicable diseases in India are related to unsafe water. Of these diseases, diarrhea is one of the
main Killers of children under 5 years of age. Safe Water Network (SWN)'s long-term objective is to
develop a sustainable model that can be scaled up to impact a significant percentage of the 150
million people in India’ who currently lack access to safe water. SWN has identified gaps in
development of improved solutions to provide water services to rural populations living “beyond the
pipe” where the economics of water solutions are challenging and people currently lack access to
safe water. To address this need, SWN (i) initiated the Rainwater Harvesting project in Rajasthan in
2008, and (ii) is launching the Community Small Water Kiosk Initiative in Andhra Pradesh in 2009.

I. Rainwater Harvesting: Rainwater Harvesting provides an affordable and feasible model with
potential to meet the needs of households in areas of sporadic rainfall, limited or saline groundwater,
and beyond the reach of piped water supplies such as Rajasthan. The project consists of developing
Rainwater Harvesting cisterns and introducing program improvements in the following areas: (i)
affordable funding models for households to purchase cisterns; (ii) lower cost and more effective
construction designs; and (iij) improved water quality assurance. Each of these is critical to realizing
sustainability, affordability, and scalability. Our long-term objective is to develop a sustainable model
that can be scaled up with Government support and loans from financial institutions to impact a
significant percentage of the population living under $ 4 a day in Rajasthan currently lacking access to
safe water. The current initiative will have a long-term impact on 10,000 people in 40 villages in areas
where there is acute scarcity of potable water. SWN’s current partners include the Centre for
Microfinance, the Institute of Health Management Research, and Bhoruka Charitable Trust.

Il. Community “Small Water Enterprises”: Small Water Enterprises (SWEs) have the potential to
improve the availability of safe, affordable water to large numbers of vulnerable populations beyond
the reach of piped water systems and suffering due to high fluoride in ground water. Safe Water
Network launched the SWE initiative in India in September, 2009 with the oversight of Country
Manager, Ravi Sewak and several regional, on the ground operating partners. We are simultaneously
launching a 15 village pilot (3 clusters of 5) in two districts (10 in Nalgonda; 5 in Warangal) to serve
communities and derive practical field learnings, and a market and feasibility assessment conducted
by Johns Hopkins University’s Bloomberg School of Public Health. An integrated program, the
initiative will build on findings and insights to continuously assess and improve on operating models,
financing approaches, training programs, community mobilization, technical design, and cost
effectiveness. India-based partners include technology providers such as Tata Projects and Pentair,
local NGO implementation partners such as IGS and Mari, microfinance institutions such as Basix
and Sanghatitha, and market research firms such as Sigma. In addition, Sir Ratan Tata Trust has
partnered with SWN on this initiative as a funder and a collaborator who shares SWN'’s objective to
identify long-term sustainable and scalable solutions for underserved populations in India.

' World Development Indicators database, April 2009.



Sadashiv Datar: He is executive president of “Holistic Health care
Centre” Bangalore. Before starting “Holistic Health Care Centre” Mr. Datar
was M.D. of Square-D Electricals Pvt.Ltd. He has over 40 years of
industrial and business experience. In 2002 he formed “Cancer Information
& Research Foundation” to spread awareness about Cancer in public by

A publishing information booklets on Cancer and distributed them Free Of
Cost. hten studied Acupressure under Dr. Devendra Vora and then  shifted his attention to
providing Alternate Treatment to children with multiple disabilities. He then studied Laser & Electro
Acupuncture from AAAOM (USA) and Scalp Acupuncture AAAOM (USA). He has worked in
association with “ArunaChetana” on research project “To evaluate Laser Acupuncture Therapy for
Treatment of Children with Multiple Disabilities”. He is currently engaged in introducing “Neuro
feedback” systems in treatment of children with Autism, ADHD and MR. He has B.E. (elect.), GCD,
Hindi (Bhasharatna), DFM, D.Ac (scalp)

Abstract

According to the census report of 2001, there are over 20 million persons with multiple disabilities in
India. Out of these, almost 25% are children and this does not include separately children with
Autism, ADHD, LD etc. This number is increasing every year. India is among few countries to bring a
comprehensive law on disabilities, namely, Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection
of Rights and Full Participation) Act in the year 1995. Besides, India has also developed a National
Policy on Disabilities which has covered various aspects of disabilities to provide equal rights and
opportunities to persons with disabilities in all spheres of life. The National Trust Act for the Welfare of
Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities (1999) defines
Multiple Disabilities as a combination of two or more disabilities. As per Encyclopedia of Special
Education “Students with multiple handicapping conditions are persons with two or more disabilities
that result in handicaps within functional living experiences” (Raynolde and Janzen, 2000).There is
very little indigenous research in the area of clinical application of Alternate Therapies for children with
multiple disabilities. Much of this is due to lack of awareness and resolve to spend available modest
resources on such a research study. However, some Government and Non-Government
organizations have carried out exemplary research work. Mostly in the area of creating a data base.

“ArunaChetana” is one of the few institutions, with progressive outlook, which provide equal
opportunities to children with multiple disabilities such as Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation, Hearing
& Vision Impairment, Speech Impairment, Autism, ADHD Epilepsy etc. since 1987. With available
meager resources, “Arunachetana” is leading efforts in providing facilities to children with all types of
disabilities.

ArunaChetana, in the May 2008 took a bold and progressive decision to conduct a pilot study on
children with learning difficulties with the application of “Aculaser Therapy” The initial study period was
40 days and included 30 children. The research results were very encouraging. This research was
done in association with Holistic Health Care Centre, which provided all the necessary technical and
logistic support FREE.

In light of the successful completion of the pilot study, “ArunaChetana” decided to launch a more
detail pilot study for children with multiple disabilities. For this study, again Holistic Health Care Centre
extended their support both technically and logistically again FREE. For this study 30 children with
different types of disabilities were slected and were subjected to “Aculaser Therapy” and their
performance was compared with a core group of 10 children who were not subjected to “Aculaser
therapy” and also a special group of new children who ere give ONLY “Aculaser therapy” At the end
of this research study final assessment was done using internationally approved methods for |IQ and
for behavior assessment it was done by teachers and parents of participant children. The results were
really astonishing. (Full research Study Report attachedO.

Encouraged by the results of this study “ArunaChetana” has decided to introduce “Aculaser Therapy”
for all children (200) of the school during the academic year 2009 — 2010. However, the special
equipments are now required on a large scale for proper implementation of this gigantic work.



DR. VIJAY V. YELDANDI
Program Director, Resurrection - Westlake International Internal Medicine Residency Program

Dr. Vijay Yeldandi is the program director of the Resurrection-Westlake Internal Medicine Residency
Training Program in Melrose Park, lllinois. As an Infectious Diseases clinician, his major interest has
been HIV AIDS and transplant patients.

Dr. Yeldandi is one of the founding members and secretary general of SHARE www.shareindia.org
and founder of APAIDSCON www.apaidscon.org and Public Health Management Institute
www.phmi.org . His work on HIV/ AIDS has been presented at international conferences. He also
established MediCiti's Global Health Rotation to enrich the education of American Medical Students
and residents http://www.ichhaindia.org/html/ghr.htm.

Dr. Yeldandi has received recognition for his work as an educator and for his work addressing
HIV/AIDS in India. Some noteworthy awards include: Golden Apple (2008 and 2003): Westlake
Hospital, Silver Apple (1994) and Bronze Apple (1995 and 1996): Loyola University, Golden Apple
(1992) : Grant Hospital of Chicago. "Most Distinguished Physician Award" in 2005 from the Osmania
University Medical Alumni Association of America. " Distinguished Physician Award" in 2007 from the
Indian American Medical Association of lllinois. Additionally, Dr. Yeldandi serves as Chairman of the
HIV AIDS committee of AAPI www.aapiusa.net and has testified to Congress about HIV/AIDS in India
on 21 July, 2004.

SHARE: Alleviating Poverty by Improving Healthcare in AP, India

Science Health Allied Research Education (SHARE India) is recognized as a Scientific Industrial
Research Organization (SIRO) by Department of Science & Technology, Government of India and is
registered under the Andhra Pradesh Public Societies Registration Act, 1350 Fasli.
www.shareindia.org This society is devoted to research, education and public health particularly rural
health. REACH (Rural Effective Affordable Comprehensive Health Care) is a model of universal,
comprehensive rural health care that provides health education, immunizations, antenatal care, and
health services for a population of 43,000 in 35 villages in the Ranga Reddy district of Andhra-
Pradesh. Local residents with at least a sixth grade education are trained by SHARE staff and
charged with the task of visiting each home in their assigned territory at least once a month. These
Community Health Volunteers (CHVs) update demographic data, provide one-to-one health education
and preventive counseling, support MediCiti’s tuberculosis program under RNTCP, and arrange for
care at the nearest health center or the main MediCiti hospital. By training and partnering with
community volunteers, REACH has provided antenatal care, HIV education, and childhood vaccines
to 95% of the population in these villages. SHARE has established a model Community Care Center
(CCC) supported by NACO in Sangareddy district of Andhra Pradesh. SHARE has partnered with
APSACS and Gati, Ltd, (an Indian leader in the transportation industry), to establish the Gati
Community Health Center to provide truck drivers, their associated transportation workers, and to
their spouses, sexual partners, and home communities, health evaluations, HIV education, HIV care
and accessible medical and social care. SHARE has organized several International conferences to
address HIV AIDS in India and most recently collaborated with the American Association of
Physicians of Indian Origin, Medical Council of India and Indian Medical Association bringing together
stakeholders from NACO, the private sector as well as the government sector from Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu for the 2nd INDO US HEALTH CARE SUMMIT held on January 3-4, 2009 at Le
Meridien Hotel. New Delhi, India. SHARE has a strong track record of international collaborative
research (partnering with Bloomberg School of Public health, University of Pittsburgh, University of
Chicago) in public health including HIV that has lead to several presentations in international
conferences as well as peer reviewed publications. SHARE created the “Public health Management
Institute” supported by CDC Cooperative Agreement Number: U62/PS25164 (2005-2010).
“*STRENGTHENING MANAGEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CDC, GLOBAL AIDS PROGRAM
IN INDIA" (PI: V. Yeldandi Approx award $2,300,000). www.phmi.org




Nilima Singh Sabharwal was born and educated in India, earning
her Medical Degree from the Bangalore Medical College in 1977.
Two years later, she came to the United States, and trained to
become a Pathologist at the University of California in San Francisco.

Since 1991, Sabharwal has been practicing Pathology at the Kaiser
Permanente - Santa Teresa in San Jose. Based on her
accomplishments in the medical field and her humanitarian outreach
efforts, it is easy to acknowledge that Dr. Nilima Sabharwal has
distinguished herself. It takes a lot more than a wish to change the
world for children in need.

One requires 100% belief in positive energy to carry one through an idea. Inspired by the dream and
determination of Nilima Singh Sabharwal, Home of Hope, Inc. (HOH) began its work in 1997.

Nilima is married to Dr. Umesh Sabharwal, a practicing Allergist and Rheumatologist in the Bay area,
and has two children, Sonia and Shiv, now 25 and 22 years, respectively.

Alleviating Poverty by Education, Healthcare, and Livelihoods Training of Poor Children

Home of Hope is a U.S. based, non-profit charitable organization, providing a brighter future to more
than 3,000 underprivileged children and young adults, who by no fault of their own are orphaned,
abandoned, or physically/mentally challenged keeps us going. Some are blind, deaf or mute. Some
are Tsunami victims, street children or victims of AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases.

Over $1,500,000 has been raised to help established organizations- 16 India and one in Berkeley,
California, who share the same goals, and HOH funding supports computer centers, distribution
systems of scholastic materials, medical centers, training programs for independence and more.

Home of Hope has a team of 20 volunteers, no paid employees or support staff, each taking the
dream and bringing it to life. Each volunteer is in touch with the children they work with, finding great
reward in watching them blossom.

AWARDS FOR Home of Hope WORK INCLUDE:

Chief Minister Sheila Dixit recognizes HOH'’s work in Udyan Ghar, New Delhi

The Sidney R Garfield Award from Kaiser Permanente for Outstanding Humanatarian Service
Recognized as the SOCIAL ENTREPENEUR - 2009 by Indians for Collective Action
Recognized with the ICC Award for Community Service

PN~

TELEVISION and ONLINE COVERAGE FOR Home of Hope:
X Indian Pingalwara Trust Project in Punjab, India
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tcb3C9wtKp8
x NBC 11 Feature on HOH and the Kindness Kitchen in San Francisco

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/Free Food on_Sunday at SF_Restaurant Bay Ar
ea.html
x Atmashree Educational Association in Bangalore, India
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6T8YmxPOcE
X Moving Picture Series in Bangalore, India
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKk4WPV6s0M
Some of the 16 projects supported include:
1. Indian Pingalwara Trust, in Amritser
For homeless cripples, mentally and physically handicapped — 2007 Computer Lab
2. Manovikas Charitable Society, in Delhi
Handicapped children — 2002 Art Projects; 2004 Speech Therapy; 2005 Nutritional Program
3. Udayan Ghar, in Delhi Orphaned and abandoned children — 2000 Computer Center Lab and
Mental Health Program
4. Salaam Baalak Trust, in Delhi --Full Care Home for abandoned children — 2007 Education




IDCA Seventh International Conference-Chicago
UnitedProsperity.org
October 31-November 1, 2009

Bhalchander Vishwanath is the Founder and CEO of UnitedProsperity.org,
which is the world’s first peer-to-peer guarantee website allowing individuals to
combat extreme global poverty and multiply the impact of their contributions
through loan guarantees. He sees guarantees as being a significant
accelerator to the growth of microfinance institutions worldwide. He has 15
years experience in information technology, insurance and financial services

) spanning multiple business functions including software development,
marketing, sales, and operations in the United States and India. He has
‘ previously worked with Infosys, MphasiS (an HP company), Microsoft, Wipro

and Tata Motors. He received a B.Tech from Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay and an MBA from Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore.

Abstract

UnitedProsperity.org (http://www.unitedprosperity.org) is a non-profit organization that helps the
general public combat extreme global poverty powerfully by multiplying the impact of their
money through loan guarantees. We are the world’s first person to person loan guaranteeing
website.

Small entrepreneurs all over the world need funds to start and grow their businesses. Banks however
don’t lend to them without collateral. Small entrepreneurs cannot provide collateral since they are
often very poor.

Microfinance institutions (MFIs) lend to the poor without collateral but they in turn (especially the
smaller MFIs) need guarantees to borrow from banks. The general public can help the entrepreneur
earn a better livelihood by providing cash collateral — a guarantee — on our website. The guarantee
allows the entrepreneurs to access a microloan through one of our partner Microfinance Institutions
(MFIs). On loan repayment the money is returned.

United Prosperity is unique in several ways:

a. Maximum impact: Due to United Prosperity’s innovative guarantee model, $1 in guarantee
could lead to $2 to $5 in loan to the entrepreneur — thus maximizing the impact.

b. Local relationships: United Prosperity creates social and financial relationships between
domestic banks, MFIs and poor entrepreneurs rather than encouraging dependence on
foreign assistance.

c. Mitigates foreign exchange risk: Since the loans from the Bank to the MFI, and from the
MFI to the entrepreneur are in local currency, foreign exchange risk is mitigated. Only in the
relatively rare event of default, when the guarantee is called will a cross-border foreign

exchange transaction take place.

Operations began in India in May 2009 with Ajiwika, an MFI in Jharkhand, India and HDFC Bank. To
date we have raised funds for over 200 entrepreneurs living from nearly 150 guarantors from 15
countries. Over time we will expand to other regions.



Dr. R. Rajagopal is a professor in the Department of Geography at the University of lowa. He
teaches and conducts research in the areas of environmental modeling, monitoring, management,
and policy. He has supervised to completion the theses and dissertations of over 60 master’s and
PhD students. Over the last 35 years, he has organized and directed over 120 workshops and
seminars on topics in environmental science, technology, and policy; risk assessment; ground-water
protection; information analysis and systems integration; and problem-solving, creativity, and
innovation to over 5,000 people in academe, government, non-profit organizations and industry.

He has been invited to serve as a nominator for the annual Japan Prize (Japanese equivalent of the
Nobel), since its inception in 1985. He is a recipient of several competitive research grants and
contracts from national, international, and private foundations. He is the founding editor of the journal
“Environmental Practice” (formerly known as the “The Environmental Professional”) published by the
Oxford University Press. He received his undergraduate and graduate training in
Mathematics/Physics and Statistics from the University of Bombay, a master’s degree in Industrial
and Systems Engineering from the University of Florida and an interdisciplinary Phd in Environmental
(Water) Management Systems from the University of Michigan (1974). Prior to joining the University of
lowa in 1979, he taught at Duke University and the University of Washington for six years.

His current interests include the provision of safe drinking water, reduction of adult illiteracy, and
improvement of opportunities through micro-credit for women entrepreneurs in developing countries.
As part of this interest, he and a colleague led a group of 21 American students and professionals
(Dec 06/Jan 07) through an 18-day short course on “Microfinance for women entrepreneurs” of Tamil
Nadu, India. They implemented a similar program in 2007/08 for 24 people for a course on “Field
Experiences in Social Entrepreneurship” in Tamil Nadu, India. Professor Rajagopal scaled up the
program to 80 people in 2008/09 for five courses titled “Business Plans for Microenterprises,” “Field
Experiences in Social Entrepreneurship,” “Sustaining Mountain Ecosystems,” “Field Experiences in
Public Health,” and “Field Experiences in Clinical Health” in Tamil Nadu, India.

He is currently in the process of organizing 16 three-week service learning courses in six states of
India during the winter of 2009-10.



